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MISSION.

Black Administrators in Child
‘Welfare, Inc. exists to advocate for
culturally appropriate services for
African American children and
families in the child welfare system
and to promote the development
and support of African American
leaders in the field.

CFC DONATIONS.

BACW is now a part of the
Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC), the nation’s largest federal
workplace charity drive. If you are
a federal employee, please
consider donating to BACW. Our
CFC number is 74981!
MEMBERSHIP.

Membership is available to
administrators, child and family
mental health and juvenile justice
professionals and to individuals
and students interested in child
advocacy. Together, we can grow
even stronger as a powerful voice
and force to have a positive impact
on the lives of children and their

families through advocacy.

TAKE ACTION AND
BECOME A MEMBER
TODAY!

http://www.blackadministrators.org

/membership.cfm
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BACW News

2012 Annual Conference

According to many conference participants,
our 2011 40th anniversary conference themed
“Honoring our Past, Shaping our Future” in

Philadelphia, PA was rejuvenating.

With over 200 attendees from

around the country, we unveiled the

RESA, a new guide of 10 racial

equity strategy areas addressing child

welfare disparities and racial equity,

at the conference. Over 95% of

conference participants found the

conference to be helpful and
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BACW Work Across the Country

M&M. BACW’s work in
Michigan and Mississippi are in
their last phases. In Michigan,
we have successfully developed a
dual ward protocol with Wayne
County’s child welfare and
Jjuvenile justice systems. In
Mississippi, we partnered with
Mississippi Families for Kids in
Jackson, Mississippi to organize
a kinship support group and
assisted in securing a $400,000
grant from W.K. Kellogg
Foundation to continue and
expand this program known as
Relatives Raising Other’s
Children (ROC). With our

partners, we are continuing to

www.blackadministrators.org

work to improve conditions

for our children.

COA. BACW is moving
forward with its work with the
Counsel on Accreditation
(COA), based in New York,
mtegrating our RESA’s with
COA’s standards. Yvonne
Gilchrist 1s heading this
project. In BACW'’s
assessment, there is no other
person better to take on this
project than Ms. Gilchrist.
She has more than 35 years of
experience managing
government social service

programs.

Upcoming Events and Other News 4

over 97% said that they would attend another
conference. We would like to humbly thank
our volunteers, sponsors, supporters, and
attendees for making this conference
successful.

Now, prepare yourselves to attend our
2012 conference in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. Yes, our conference will be
held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida in
March 2012. Stay tuned for our 2012

conference theme and dates.

Ms. Gilchrist served as the
Director of the following
Departments; Baltimore City
Social Services, Washington
D.C. Human Services, Fulton
County Human Services in
Georgia; and most recently as
the Regional Director for Arbor
Education and Training agency
in New York City. She has also
been through the accreditation
process as an accreditation
candidate. We are confident
that we will achieve success on
this project with Ms. Gilchrist’s
lead.
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Hill News

Important Facts About
Racial
Disparities,
Disproportionality, and
Other Matters in Child
Welfare:
* In 2010, twenty-seven

percent of the 408,435
children in foster care

were African American.

* In 2010, African
American children made
up 149 of the U.S. child
population.

*  Children of color are
more likely to be placed
in foster care. In 2006,
54% of the 295,207
children who entered
foster care were children
of color. Of these, 27%
were African American
and 19% were Latino.

* In 2009, it was estimated
that over 80% of child
perpetrators (persons who
are involved with child
abuse or maltreatment)
were parents, 6.3 9% were
relatives other than
parents, 4.3 9% were
unmarried partners of
parents, 2.8 percent
accounted for unknown
relationships, and “other”
relationship accounted for
3.9 percent.

* In 2009, based on data
collected in 32 states, 16%
of all children brought to
the attention of the child
welfare system had a
court appointed

representative.

* In 2009, there were 1.3
million single-race black
grandparents who lived
with their own
grandchildren younger
than 18.

¢
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Debt Ceiling and America’s Children

In August, the federal government will reach its  opposed to raising the debt ceiling unless 2 to 4

debt limit or debt ceiling. From a domestic
perspective, the result of not raising the debt
ceiling can lead to some government programs
not getting paid. Historically, human service
programs are the first to be considered in

funding cuts. Many congressional members are

trillion dollars are cut from the federal budget
over a 10 year period. It appears as if cuts may
be needed to help our national financial situation.
However, cuts to the federal budget should not be
at the expense of children and families in need of

the government safety net.

New GAO Report on Child Fatalites

On July 12", the United States Government

Accountability Office released a report on child
fatalities from maltreatment. On the same day,
the Subcommittee on Human Resources,
Committee on Ways and Means, House of
Representatives held a hearing on this issue.
The subcommittee said that in 2009 1,770 child
welfare deaths were due to maltreatment.
According to one of the six experts who gave
testimony, the child death count related to
maltreatment is undercounted by 50% and
another expert mentioned the number of
deaths 1s 10096 undercounted. How does this
happen? Well, in the hearing it was stated that

undercounting is likely due to variations in

state definitions of child abuse and neglect; data
collection methods; inconsistencies of record-
keeping across the country; and what
professional 1s part of the investigation of the
death. According to the subcommittee’s chair,
Congressman Geofl Davis of Kentucky,
accurate data will allow congress to better
intervene to mitigate this unfortunate matter.
This is true. In addition, we should consider a
national definition for abuse and neglect and
include child welfare workers in more of the
child death investigations when appropriate. You
can read the full GAO report at

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d11599.pdf.

Hearing on Improving Programs Designed to Protect Youth

On June 16, 2011, Chairman of the

Committee on Ways and Means, Davis Camp,
called a hearing to discuss two prominent
programs in child welfare, the Stephanie
Tubbs Jones Child Welfare Services program
(STJCWS) and the Promoting Safe and Stable
Families program (PSSF). Both of these
programs are due to expire by September 30,
2011, the end of this federal fiscal year. In
the hearing, Commissioner Samuels expressed
that the STJCWS protects and promotes the
welfare of children; prevents the neglect, abuse
or exploitation of children; supports the
reunification of families; promotes safety,
permanence, and well-being of children in
foster care; and provides training and

professional development to ensure a well

qualified child welfare workforce. It was also
mentioned that the PSSF sets out to prevent or
eliminate the need for out-of-home placements
of children; promote family strength and
stability; enhance parental functioning; protect
children; and assess and make changes n state
and local service delivery systems. Along with
Commissioner Samuels, there was
congresswoman Karan Bass and others who gave
testimony. These testimonies strengthened the
case for why the two programs need to be
reauthorized. Contact your representatives and
let them know why it 1s important to reauthorize
PSSF and STJCWS. Visit
http://waysandmeans.house. gov/ Calendar,
EventSingle.aspx?EventID=245728 to get more

details on the hearing.


http://waysandmeans.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=245728
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=245728
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d11599.pdf

Child Welfare Initiatives

Education and Foster Care Symposium

On June 2, 2011, The Annie E. Casey

Foundation, The National Education
Association, and Casey Family Programs
sponsored an education and foster care
symposium at the National Press Club in
‘Washington, DC. The idea behind this event
was to help facilitate discussion between both
systems to ultimately increase positive well-
being for foster children in the area of
education. Bryan Samuels, commissioner of
the Administration on Children, Youth and
Families (ACYF), and Michael K. Yudin,
deputy assistant secretary for elementary and
secondary education at the U.S. Department of
Education, attended to support this effort of
systems collaboration. Mr. Yudin said that he
knows that there are educational 1ssues for
foster children including knowing that less than

3% of foster children leaving foster care enter

college. He said that the Department of
Education 1s planning to make early learning
monies (known as challenge grants) available to
meet some of the educational challenges of
children. Mr. Yudin also said that President
Obama is looking to allocate $4 billion to the
bottom 5% of the lowest performing schools to
assist in improving educational outcomes for K-12
students across the country. While there are few
funds allocated to the foster care system directly
from the Department of Education, we may want
to think critically on how foster children may still
benefit from general education improvement
efforts by President Obama and the systems
collaboration between ACYF and the
Department of Education. This discussion will
continue at the Education Summit this fall in
‘Washington, D.C. (see upcoming events on page

four for more details)

America Healing by the W K. Kellogg Foundation

The W K. Kellogg Foundation launched a 75
million dollar 5 year America Healing Initiative
i 2010. The initiative sets out to assist
programs “that promote racial healing and
address racial equity with the goal to ensure that
all children in American have an equitable and
promising future.” In 2010, 119 organizations
n 39 states received over 14.6 million dollars to
support their work around racial healing and
racial equity. As a part of this initiative, Kellogg
gathered about 300 professionals in leadership
roles to “expand perceptions about the

possibilities for this work and to deepen

understandings about the strategies for achieving
more equitable outcomes for vulnerable children
and their families,” in which BACW attended.
This conference touched on structural racism,
cultural awareness, and diversity in relation to
disparities in the U.S. More details about the
America Healing conference and mitiative can

be found at www.americahealing.org.
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A Power Analysis diagram
being discussed at an
Undoing Racism workshop
at BACW s 20
anniversary conference

The Annie E. Casey Foundation &




Leadership
Development
BACW?’s National Leadership

Development Institute (NLDI) aims
to increase and strengthen the
available pool of leaders in the child
wellare system with the knowledge,
professional skills, and experience
needed today in responding to the
program and service delivery
challenges and 1s an important part

of BACW’s plan for growth.

Black Administrators
in Child Welfare, Inc.

900 Second Street NE, Suite 202

Tel: (202) 783-3714
Fax: (202) 783-3726

‘Website: www.blackadministrators.org
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Building Hope for
Our Children, Our Future

The Administration for Children and Families and the Department of Education
1s hosting an Education Summit in the fall of 2011 in Washington, DC. Stay
tuned for more details.

The Congressional Black Caucus Foundation will have its 41" Annual
Conference in Washington, DC from September 21-24, 2011 at the Walter E.

‘Washington Convention Center.

TimeBanks USA and co-sponsor the Rhode Island TimeBank Initiative 1s
convening a conference at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island on
August 4-7, 2011 entitled Dismantling Structural Racism in Foster Care &

Juvenile Delinquency Systems: Homes, Not Institutions - Justice for the Next

Generation.

Other News

*

The Administration for Children and Families has released the 2010 Adoption
and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) report. The
AFCARS report 1s available at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ch/
stats_research/afcars/tar/report18.htm.

The American Humane Association releases an interesting newsletter about
child welfare legislative affairs. To get on the American Humane Association’s
newsletter distribution list, sign up at http://www.americanhumane.org/children/
stop-child-abuse/advocacy/register-insider-on-the-hill.html.
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