
According to the 

Childrenôs Bureau, from 

2001 to 2010 the 

number of children in 

the child welfare system has decreased by 

25%, from 545,000 to 408,425. Surprisingly, 

during this same time period, the number of 

alleged child abuse and neglect reports has 

trended upward. In 2001, there were 2.8 

million alleged child abuse and neglect 

reports.  This number increased by 15% to 3.3 

million in 2009. Also, the child welfare 

systemôs alternative response efforts increased 

by over 90% during this same time 

span.  Alternative responses to child abuse and 

neglect cases made up 5% of child welfare 

services in 2001.  In 2009, alternative responses 

rose to 9%.   What does this mean?  Are we 

getting better at keeping children out of care by 

utilizing nontraditional responses to child abuse 

and neglect?  Are we are finally acknowledging 

the value of kinship families?  Are we are 

moving towards a new narrative for the child 

welfare system?         

Several tasks have been 

completed in the 

implementation phase for  

the Racial Equity Strategy and Standards 

Integration Project (RESSIP). An advisory 

panel has been established and the first 

meeting was held in September of this year.  

The project's main underpinning is the 

blending of the RESAôs (racial equity 

strategy areas) into the Council on 

Accreditation (COA)  standards. This has 

been accomplished through the development 

of a crosswalk that integrates RESA into the 

COA child welfare standards. These revised 

standards will be used by the pilot agency in their 

self study process. In addition, an evaluation plan 

for the project has been developed by our partner, 

Howard University School of Social Work. 

Research has been completed on COAôs accredited 

public agencies and three agencies have been 

identified as potential pilot sites. Only one agency 

will be selected. The next step is to identify a COA 

accredited private agency for the project. At that 

point, the project will be in phase two, pilot site 

operation.  BACW will continue to provide 

updates on the progress of this important project. 
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MISSIONMISSION.  .    

Black Administrators in Child 

Welfare, Inc. exists to advocate for 

culturally appropriate services for 

African American children and 

families in the child welfare system 

and to promote the development 

and support  of African American 

leaders in the field. 

CFC DONATIONSCFC DONATIONS. 

BACW is now a part of the 

Combined Federal Campaign 

(CFC), the nationõs largest federal 

workplace charity drive.  If you are 

a federal employee, please 

consider donating to BACW.  Our 

CFC number is  74981! 

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP.  .    

Membership is available to 

administrators, child and family 

mental health and juvenile justice  

professionals and to individuals 

and students interested in child 

advocacy. Together, we can grow  

even stronger  as a powerful voice 

and force to have a positive impact  

on the lives of children and their 

families through advocacy.  
 

 

TAKE ACTION AND TAKE ACTION AND 

BECOME A MEMBER BECOME A MEMBER 

TODAY!TODAY!  

http://www.blackadministrators.org

/membership.cfm 
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Signed into law by President Obama on 

September 30th, the passage of the Child and 

Family Services Improvement and Innovation 

Act of 2011 (CFSII) is a victory for children 

and families engaged in the child welfare 

system.  It means that states have flexibility to 

invest in initiatives that help improve child 

safety and family stability through waivers.  

CFSII also strengthens states ability to move 

children from foster care into safe permanent 

homes.   

The law reauthorizes two essential child 

welfare programs (the Child Welfare Services 

Program and Promoting Safe and Stable 

Families Program).   In addition, this act 

establishes a process to create child welfare data 

standards that can help drive further 

improvement to the child welfare systems.  

Many thanks to Congressmen Geoff Davis (R-

KY) and Lloyd Doggett (D-TX) and Senators 

Max Baucus (D-MT) and Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

for introducing the bill in their respective 

Houseôs.  

To view the summary or entire legislation, 

please visit http://www.govtrack.us/congress/

bill.xpd?bill=h112-2883.   

On October 20th, the Franken foster care 

education amendment passed by a vote of 13 

to 9.  Sponsored by Senator Franken, the 

amendment was embedded into the 

reauthorization of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA) by the 

Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

(HELP) Committee.  BACW and other 

national child welfare and education 

organizations signed onto a letter supporting 

the amendment before the vote.  

The amendment requires state education and 

welfare agencies to create a plan for how 

children in foster care can remain in their 

school of origin. It also requires both systems to 

work collaboratively to insure school record 

transfers and to address course credit and other 

school record transfers issues.   

The American Humane Association has more 

details on the amendment at http://

www.americanhumane.org/children/stop-child-

abuse/advocacy/frankentitle3.pdf.  
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Welfare:Welfare:  

In 2010, twenty-seven 

percent of the 408,435 

children in foster care 

were African American. 

In 2010, African 

American children made 

up 14% of the U.S. child 

population. 

Children of color are 

more likely to be placed 

in foster care. In 2006, 

54% of the 295,207 

children who entered 

foster care were children 

of color. Of these, 27% 

were African American 

and 19% were Latino.  

In 2009, it was estimated 

that over 80% of child 

perpetrators (persons who 

are involved with child 

abuse or maltreatment) 

were parents, 6.3 % were 

relatives other than 

parents, 4.3 % were 

unmarried partners of 

parents, 2.8 percent 

accounted for unknown 

relationships, and òotheró 

relationship accounted for 

3.9 percent. 

In 2009, based on data 

collected in 32 states, 16% 

of all children brought to 

the attention of the child 

welfare system had a 

court appointed 

representative. 

In 2009, there were 1.3 

million single-race black 

grandparents who lived 

with their own 

grandchildren younger 

than 18. 
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TThe NACC is a multidisciplinary organization 

with members representing all 50 states, the 

District of Columbia, and several foreign 

countries.  NACC members are advocates in 

the child welfare, juvenile, and family law 

systems. The vast majority of members are 

child welfare law attorneys who dedicate their 

practice to the representation of children, 

parents, or the child welfare agency. 

Additionally, due to the NACCôs 

multidisciplinary nature, NACC members are 

professionals from the fields of medicine, 

mental health, social work, probation, law 

enforcement, and education.  

In todayôs world, millions of children are the 

subjects of judicial proceedings each year. 

They are involved in the court system as 

victims of abuse and neglect, as juvenile 

offenders, as subjects of custody, visitation 

and adoption proceedings, and as participants 

in civil damages litigation. The NACC works to 

improve the lives of children and families by 

ensuring that these proceedings produce justice.  

The adversarial system works best when all 

interested parties are competently represented. 

The NACCôs goal is to make certain that 

attorneys representing children and families are 

well trained and effective.  Child welfare is 

achieved in the legal system by advocates who 

engage in both case and policy advocacy. The 

NACC believes advocates must not only 

represent their clients well each day, they must 

also work to improve the system. The NACC is 

dedicated to providing advocates with the tools 

to empower their clients through effective 

representation and improve the child welfare, 

juvenile justice and private custody systems. 

For membership information , 

please visit 

www.NACCchildlaw.org. 

Legal Advocates for  Chi ldren in Chi ld Welfare 
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What about the Economy and Chi ldren of Color?What about the Economy and Chi ldren of Color?  

When economics and people of color are 

discussed, one must consider the Economic 

Policy Institute (EPI) as a trusted source of 

data.  EPI, a non-profit, non-partisan think 

tank, was created in 1986 to broaden 

discussions about economic policy to include 

the needs of low and middle income workers.  

This think tank thought it was important to 

develop the Program on Race, Ethnicity, and 

the Economy (PREE), directed by Algernon 

Austin, to research inequality in communities 

of color in the areas of poverty, employment, 

income, economic mobility, wealth, and health.  

PREE also works to advance policies that 

ensure racial and ethnic minorities participate 

fully and benefit equally as workers in the 

American economy.  The program has release 

many articles on Black unemployment and 

other issues.  PREE also has written papers 

focusing on children and the economy.  For 

more information on this program and the 

impact of the economy on families and children 

please visit http://www.epi.org/research/race-

and-ethnicity/.   
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Black Administrators Black Administrators 

in Child Welfareôs in Child Welfareôs 

CFC# CFC# 7498174981 

BACWôs conference prospectus 

(the sponsorship, exhibition, and 

advertisement informant) can be 

found on our website at 

www.blackadministrators.org.  

Come, join us in Fort    

Lauderdale, Florida for our 

41st annual conference where 
we will focus our attending on     

ñ Mapping Our Childrenôs 

Future in Todayôs Economy.ò 

http://www.NACCchildlaw.org
http://www.epi.org/research/race-and-ethnicity/
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The Black Administrators in Child Welfare is hosting its 41st national annual 

conference themed ñMapping Our Childrenôs Future in Todayôs Economyò at the 

Renaissance Fort Lauderdale Cruise Port Hotel in Fort Lauderdale, Florida on 

March 25-27, 2012.  Conference registration will be open in December. 

The Foster-based Treatment Association hold its 26th annual national conference on 

treatment foster care themed ñBuilding Permanent Connectionsò at the Sheraton 

Atlanta Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia on July 22-26, 2012. 
 

The Child Welfare League of America is gathering for its national annual 

conference at the Hyatt Regency at Crystal City on February 26-29, 2012.  

Registration is now open at http://www.cwla.org/conferences/ conferences/.htm.  
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Building Hope for  

Our Children, Our Future 

Emerging African Emerging African 

American Leaders CaucusAmerican Leaders Caucus  

BACWôs Emerging African American 

Leaders Caucus (EAALC) aims to 

increase and strengthen the available 

pool of leaders in the child welfare 

system with the knowledge, 

professional skills, and experience 

needed today in responding to the 

program and service delivery 

challenges.  
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